
 

 

 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Astroscale Advances On-Orbit Servicing Technologies with Mitsubishi Heavy 
Industries and the Government of Japan 

 
Jul. 27, 2021 – Astroscale Holdings Inc. (“Astroscale”), the market leader in satellite servicing and long-
term orbital sustainability across all orbits, today announced Astroscale Japan Inc. (“Astroscale Japan”) 
has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Ltd. (“Mitsubishi Heavy 
Industries”) to cooperate on active debris removal and other projects for improving space 
environmental protection, marking the first collaboration between Astroscale and a launch services 
provider. Astroscale Japan has also been selected by the Government of Japan’s Ministry of Economy, 
Trade, and Industry (“METI”) to research and develop robotic hand and arm technologies that can be 
affixed to spacecraft to perform complex servicing activities in orbit and in lunar environments. 
 
“Active debris removal and robotic technologies are paving the way for on-orbit services that will form 
the infrastructure of the global space economy,” said Nobu Okada, Founder & CEO of Astroscale. 
“Astroscale is leading the on-orbit servicing market and providing options, which have not been 
available until now, for satellite and launch vehicle operators to reduce risk and increase ROI. I would 
like to thank Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, the Ministry of Economy, Trade, and Industry, and the 
Astroscale team — through these collaborative efforts between industry and government, we can 
accelerate actions toward an era of space sustainability, while expanding on-orbit servicing business 
opportunities.” 
 
The collaboration with Mitsubishi Heavy Industries will leverage Astroscale’s on-orbit servicing 
technologies and Mitsubishi Heavy Industries’ launch vehicle manufacturing and launch services 
capabilities to cooperate on the technical aspects required to advance sustainable space operations. 
Initial efforts will include discussions and development of debris removal methods for upper stages. 
 
“We are very pleased to take action with a leading global launch provider on debris removal and move 
the industry toward a more sustainable future,” said Takayoshi Koyama, Managing Director of 
Astroscale Japan. “In order to secure sustainability in space, we must address both the prevention and 
remediation of debris. At Astroscale, we are doing both and are dedicated to improving the space 
environment by leading the development of innovative on-orbit servicing solutions across all orbits.” 
 
The proposal from METI to develop robotic hand and arm technologies is in response to the growing on-
orbit servicing market to extend the life of satellites, reducing operating costs for satellite operators and 
mitigating the creation of further debris. Astroscale is one of two companies selected and the objectives 
of the three-year contract, budgeted up to USD $2.5 million for the Japanese fiscal year (April 2020 to 
March 2021), are to research and develop the technologies related to robotic hands and arms, 
autonomous control, and interfaces to replace robotic hands. The project will also analyze on-orbit 
servicing market and standardization trends, reflect them into the development plan and provide 
recommendations for standardization. Robotic technology is fundamental to on-orbit servicing activities 



 

 

and is expected to play a key role in base construction activities on the lunar surface for the Artemis 
space exploration program. 
 
On June 13, 2021, the G7 Member nations released a statement confirming orbital debris as one of the 
biggest global challenges facing the space sector and pledged to commit to the safe and sustainable use 
of space. The statement welcomed all efforts, public and commercial, in debris removal and on-orbit 
servicing activities and encouraged further institutional or industrial research and development of these 
services. Astroscale’s partnerships with industry and government agencies will be critical to the 
development of on-orbit servicing technologies and the overall safety and sustainability of the orbital 
environment. 
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About Astroscale 
Astroscale is the first private company with a vision to secure the safe and sustainable development of 
space for the benefit of future generations, and the only company solely dedicated to on-orbit servicing 
across all orbits. 
 
Founded in 2013, Astroscale is developing innovative and scalable solutions across the spectrum of on-
orbit servicing missions, including life extension, in-situ space situational awareness, end-of-life services, 
and active debris removal, to create sustainable space systems and mitigate the growing and hazardous 
buildup of debris in space. Astroscale is also defining business cases and working with government and 
commercial stakeholders to develop norms, regulations, and incentives for the responsible use of space. 
 
Headquartered in Japan, Astroscale has an international presence with subsidiaries in the United 
Kingdom, the United States, Israel, and Singapore. Astroscale is a rapidly expanding venture company, 
working to advance safe and sustainable growth in space and solve a growing environmental concern. 
 
Find out more about Astroscale at www.astroscale.com. 
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Contact:  
Global Communications & Marketing | media@astroscale.com 
Japan: Satoshi Ito | Tel: +81-3-6658-8175 
UK: Andrea Stewart | Tel:  +44 (0) 7528-132-489 
U.S. & Israel: Dave Hebert or Krystal Scordo | Tel: +1-202-744-8127 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/g7-nations-commit-to-the-safe-and-sustainable-use-of-space
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/g7-nations-commit-to-the-safe-and-sustainable-use-of-space
http://www.astroscale.com/
mailto:media@astroscale.com

