
 

 

 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Astroscale and New Zealand to Cooperate on Space Safety and Sustainability 
 

Tokyo, Japan, Nov. 11, 2021 – Astroscale Holdings Inc. (“Astroscale”), the market leader in satellite 
servicing and long-term orbital sustainability across all orbits, today announced it has signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding with New Zealand’s Ministry of Business Innovation & Employment 
(“MBIE”) to cooperate on areas of space safety and sustainability, including debris mitigation and 
remediation, and on-orbit servicing in general. 
 
The collaboration is focused on partnership in projects and activities that support long-term space 
sustainability, including joint technology development and research. To initiate these efforts, Astroscale 
and MBIE have identified an initial project in collaboration with Rocket Lab and Te Pūnaha Ātea–
Auckland Space Institute, which will define the engineering requirements, policy challenges and 
associated costs for multi-active debris removal missions with clients that require direct re-entry due to 
survivability of components. The project will assess the mitigation strategy for up to three large debris 
objects with a single servicer in low Earth orbit and will aim to further demonstrate the viability of 
commercial debris removal while advancing the state of orbital sustainability. 
 
"Space sustainability is a global concern that requires international collaboration between industry and 
government. This partnership with the Government of New Zealand underscores the potential to 
advance the technical, regulatory and business case solutions needed to solve this challenging 
problem,” said Chris Blackerby, Group COO of Astroscale. “Astroscale and the Government of New 
Zealand share a vision for improved space situational awareness and developing on-orbit servicing. We 
prioritize safety and collaboration in support of the rapidly growing orbital economy and are thrilled to 
join forces to explore new opportunities for sustainable growth." 
 
“Astroscale’s cutting-edge technology, combined with their approach to space sustainability matches 

perfectly with our values as a nation. For New Zealand this creates new commercial opportunities, and 

builds the skills and capability of our people,” said Paul Stocks, Deputy Secretary Labour, Science and 

Enterprise of MBIE. “This partnership underlines our approach to the use of space – partnering with the 

best firms and researchers, to solve big global challenges and enable ground-breaking research and 

development. We look forward to working with Astroscale to develop and expand the New Zealand 

space industry, and continue to explore new opportunities for collaboration.” 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
About Astroscale 
Astroscale is the first private company with a vision to secure the safe and sustainable development of 

space for the benefit of future generations, and the only company dedicated to on-orbit servicing across 

all orbits. 

Founded in 2013, Astroscale is developing innovative and scalable solutions across the spectrum of on-

orbit servicing, including life extension, in situ space situational awareness, end-of-life, and active debris 

removal, to create sustainable space systems and mitigate the growing and hazardous buildup of debris 

in space. Astroscale is also defining business cases and working with government and commercial 

stakeholders to develop norms, regulations, and incentives for the responsible use of space. 

Headquartered in Japan, Astroscale has an international presence with subsidiaries in the United 

Kingdom, the United States, Israel, and Singapore. Astroscale is a rapidly expanding venture company, 

working to advance safe and sustainable growth in space and solve a growing environmental concern. 

Find out more about Astroscale at www.astroscale.com. 
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Contact:  
Global Communications & Marketing | media@astroscale.com 
Japan: Satoshi Ito | Tel: +81-5-3205-1125 
UK & Europe: Andrea Stewart | Tel:  +44 (0) 7528-132-489  
U.S. & Israel: Dave Hebert or Krystal Scordo | Tel: +1-202-744-8127 
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