
 

 

 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Space Sustainability – It’s Time for Action 
 

HRH Prince of Wales meets with UK champions of space sustainability for high level discussion on the 

protection of Earth’s orbital environment. 

 
Harwell, Oxfordshire, UK, Jan. 31, 2022 – Astroscale Ltd., the UK subsidiary of Astroscale Holdings Inc. 
(“Astroscale”), the market leader in satellite servicing and long-term orbital sustainability across all 
orbits, today announced His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales visited Astroscale’s ELSA-d Mission 
Control Centre this afternoon, to learn more from the first private company to demonstrate a vision for 
the safe and sustainable development of space for the benefit of future generations. His Royal Highness 
gathered with leading industry representatives from OneWeb and the Satellite Applications Catapult, 
together with Minister for Science, George Freeman MP, and Paul Bate, CEO of the UK Space Agency. 
The group toured the ELSA-d Mission Control Centre and met with a group of young engineers from 
Astroscale who are breaking new ground to provide a solution to the growing problem of space debris, 
an issue that puts critical satellite infrastructure and astronauts based on the International Space Station 
(ISS) at serious risk. 
 
“We were delighted to meet with HRH Prince of Wales, industry and government leaders to discuss how 
we might envision the space environment as an extension of Earth’s environment – an essential asset 
that all space actors must utilize safely to ensure we maintain critical space-based national 
infrastructure and satellite services including monitoring climate change,” said John Auburn, Managing 
Director of Astroscale Ltd. “We need to act now to protect the space environment for governments, 
global industry, society and for future generations.” 
  
His Royal Highness, Prince of Wales, commented during the visit, “While we’re making rather a mess of 
this planet, it might be useful to have an environmental management agreement for space.” 
  
Astroscale launched the first end-to-end demonstration mission to remove debris from space in March 
2021. The ELSA-d mission, designed to test the technology and capabilities needed to remove a defunct 
satellite from space, is operated in the UK from the National In-Orbit Servicing Control Centre, a 
specialist facility developed by Astroscale, in partnership with the Satellite Applications Catapult, and 
funded by UK Research & Innovation. 
  
“This sounds like science fiction, but it’s really happening up in space right now.” said Auburn. “His Royal 
Highness met our team of expert engineers who, as part of the ELSA-d mission, are in the middle of 
commanding two spacecraft, a servicer and a client satellite that they’re preparing to capture in the 
coming weeks. 
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The European Space Agency (ESA) estimates there are more than 9800 tons of space junk, including an 
estimate 2840 defunct satellites, that risk collision with 5000 active satellites, or worse still the 
International Space Station (ISS). 
  
“I’ll never forget listening to a talk by Astronaut Tim Peake - he said he was only ever really frightened 
by one major thing during his time in space: space debris colliding with the space station,” said Auburn. 
“Tim was not alone. We recently witnessed seven astronauts and cosmonauts who prepared for an 
emergency evacuation of the ISS after a Russian anti-missile test caused more debris in space.” 
  
Others share Auburn’s sentiments. Neil Masterson, CEO of OneWeb talked of his enthusiasm for space 
sustainability stating. “We are honored to have attended the HRH High Level Meeting on Space 
Sustainability,” said Masterson. “Space is a shared natural resource that can transform the way we live, 
work and connect. 
  
With the increased global demand for launches of satellites that can provide data to support the 
environment, the economy and society, there are concerns around ensuring access to space can be 
provided in a sustainable way without risking in-orbit collisions. The UK’s National Space Strategy, 
unveiled last September, highlighted the importance of the sector addressing the issue of space 
sustainability as a strategic priority. 
  
Earlier in the year, industry-led group Space Scotland had acted as the catalyst for a major sectoral drive 
towards net zero ambitions through the Sustainable Space Challenges initiative, which called for 
environmental groups, schools and the local public to highlight environmental issues for space to solve. 
Outcomes and ideas were shared by international partners including ESA, the University of Texas at 
Austin, UK Space Agency, Astroscale and First Minister Nicola Sturgeon, calling for the industry to 
collaborate across all key stakeholders internally, and to forge closer partnerships with other sectors, to 
ensure the UK’s burgeoning space industry develops in a sustainable fashion. 
  
Advancing the technology to remove space debris creates other commercial opportunities that will 
strengthen the UK’s global position in the space sector, provide further opportunities to lead on space 
sustainability, and could over time contribute towards Net Zero Space. The sector is known as in-orbit 
servicing and manufacturing, and it is driven in the UK by a group which convenes regularly via 
the UKspace Trade Association. The UK’s space economy has a tremendous opportunity for growth in 
this sub-sector, highlighted in a report commissioned by the UK Space agency. It’s estimated the fast-
growing in-orbit servicing sector will be worth $4 billion globally by 2030, with UK industry aiming to 
capture first-leader advantage and a $1billion share of the total market. 
  
“We’re at a tipping point for in-orbit servicing and manufacturing in the UK,” said Stuart Martin, CEO of 
Satellite Applications Catapult. “We already have many capabilities developing at pace within Airbus, 
SSTL, Astroscale, D-Orbit, ClearSpace and many more. For us to accelerate capability and commercial 
growth, we need strong partnerships between industry, academia and government, and effective 
international alliances will be critical.” 
. 
END 
 
Materials for the media: 
 
- Visit https://astroscale.com/missions/elsa-d/ to find out more. 

https://www.esa.int/Safety_Security/Space_Debris/Space_debris_by_the_numbers
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-59299101
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1034313/national-space-strategy.pdf
https://www.ukspace.org/what-we-do/committees/
https://sa.catapult.org.uk/news/in-orbit-servicing-capability/
https://astroscale.com/missions/elsa-d/


 

 

- ELSA-d Space Debris Removal Mission – what’s happening in space (WeTransfer live until Thursday 
3rd February). 

- Mission Operations Team in Action 
- Images from the visit – please credit David Fisher for all images. 
- ELSA-d Mission – Capture Debris – Live Broadcast footage 
- Download ELSA-d images. 
- Space Sustainability: The time to act is now – a Report by the European Satellite Operators 

Association (ESOA) 
- Net Zero Space Initiative – Paris Peace Forum, 11-13 November 2021. 
- In-Orbit Servicing: Stepping up to the challenge? Northern Sky Research, February 17, 2021. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
About Astroscale 
Astroscale is the first private company with a vision to secure the safe and sustainable development of 

space for the benefit of future generations, and the only company dedicated to on-orbit servicing across 

all orbits. 

Founded in 2013, Astroscale is developing innovative and scalable solutions across the spectrum of on-

orbit servicing, including life extension, in situ space situational awareness, end-of-life, and active debris 

removal, to create sustainable space systems and mitigate the growing and hazardous buildup of debris 

in space. Astroscale is also defining business cases and working with government and commercial 

stakeholders to develop norms, regulations, and incentives for the responsible use of space. 

Headquartered in Japan, Astroscale has an international presence with subsidiaries in the United 

Kingdom, the United States, Israel, and Singapore. Astroscale is a rapidly expanding venture company, 

working to advance safe and sustainable growth in space and solve a growing environmental concern. 

Find out more about Astroscale at www.astroscale.com. 
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Contact:  
Global Communications & Marketing | media@astroscale.com 
Japan: Satoshi Ito | Tel: +81-3-6658-8175 s.ito@astroscale.com  
UK & Europe: Andrea Stewart | Tel:  +44 (0) 7528-132-489 a.stewart@astroscale.com  
U.S. & Israel: Krystal Scordo | Tel: +1-202-744-8127 k.scordo@astroscale-us.com  
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